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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Commencement ceremonies take place Saturday 
More than 600 students, including 80 master's 
degree candidates, are scheduled to receive 
their degrees in graduation ceremonies on 
Saturday, December 8. Those eligible to 
graduate total more than 1,350 students. 
The ceremony will begin at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Fieldhouse. Faculty and staff members 
planning to attend are reminded to meet at 
10 a.m. in the Dance Studio (B-160) to line up 
for the processional. 
Keynote speaker for the event will be Dr. 
Gilbert Omenn, executive vice president for 
medical affairs at the University of Michigan 
and chief executive officer at U-M Health 
System. Since beginning hi s tenure at the 
University of Michigan, Omenn has established 
and funded a program to promote biomedical 
research and 
centers for gene 
therapy and 
organogenesis 
research. He also 
launched an initia-
tive to investigate 
clinical outcomes, 
quality of life, and 
cost-effectiveness 
in medical care. 
Grand Valley will 
present an 
honorary degree of 
Ishmael 
receive 
degree. 
Ahmed will 
an honorary 
economics and social services to Ishmael 
Ahmed, co-founder of the Arab Community 
Center for Economic and Social Services 
(ACCESS) and the organization 's current 
executive director. Under hi s leadership, 
ACCESS has grown from a storefront to a 
major organization in the Detroit area. 
ACCESS has 44 programs that serve more 
than 50,000 people annually. 
Also bestowed at the ceremony will be the 
Outstanding Educator Award, given by the 
Alumni Relations Office to faculty members 
whose professional standards demonstrate the 
university 's emphasis on quality teaching. 
This year 's recipient is Gordon Alderink, 
assistant professor of physical therapy. 
Alderink, a member of the GVSU faculty 
since 1984, is known as an innovative teacher 
who challenges and inspires students. The 
recipient is chosen from a survey of alumni 
members. 
-------------------------•••--------------------------
Across Campus 
Nominations sought for 
AP awards 
Nominations for the Administrative/Professional 
Achievement Award and AP Service Award are 
being accepted now through February 1. 
The AP Achievement Award is given to one 
outstanding employee for his or her 
achievement and performance on a university, 
community, regional , or national level. 
The AP Service Award recognizes one employee 
from each of the eight subgroups who has 
contributed significant service to his or her unit 
or department, or the university. 
All faculty and staff members are encouraged 
to nominate a fellow employee. Nomination 
forms have been mailed. Completed forms 
may be submitted to Bonnie Maka, Human 
Resources Office, 140 LMH. 
Questions regarding nominations may be 
directed to Janet Walls, Awards Committee 
chairperson, at x2 I 20 or Greg Wilson, AP 
Committee chairperson, at x2392. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Bookstore adds 
online shopping 
In time for the holidays, the 
University Bookstore has added 
online shopping. University 
Communications created the 
merchandise site. 
University Bookslore (UBS) 
Jerrod Nickels, bookstore 
manager, said the site 
(www4.gvsu.edu/bookstore) has 
already received hits from 
Seattle and throughout Michigan. 
"We know the alumni are looking 
at it and appreciate it," he said. 
item catalog 
The clothing and gifts site is 
divided into categories from 
mugs to hats to T-shirts to golf 
accessories. It duplicates a four-
Shop online at the 
www4.gvsu.edu!bookstore. 
University Bookstore site, 
color catalog sent annually to alumni, 
students, and faculty and staff members. 
Nickels said a site devoted to purchasing 
textbooks online will be added soon. GVSU 
students who take classes outside the immediate 
area, like in Traverse City, are testing it this 
month. The site will allow students who submit 
their course schedules online to immediately 
view a list of required books, which they then 
can purchase with a credit card. 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Football, volleyball host championships 
Students will collect donations of non-perishable food, cash, and toys on 
Thursday, December 13. Arnie Smith Alexander, director of TRIO, said 
the toys should be unwrapped. There are five boys (two 8-year-olds, two 
15-year-olds, and a 2-year-old) and five girls (two 11-year-olds, two 6-
year-olds, and a 7-year-old) in the three families. For the first time in GVSU's history, the Laker football and volleyball 
teams hosted NCAA postseason games last week. 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Members of the Lakers volleyball team 
practice in the Fieldhouse prior to 
hosting the NCAA Division II 
Championships. 
The football team, ranked No. 
2 in the nation, played Catawba 
(N.C.) College in a semifinal 
game on December 1. The win-
ner will play in the Division II 
Championship game in 
Florence, Alabama, on 
Saturday, December 8. 
After advancing to volleyball's 
Elite Eight for the second 
straight season, GVSU hosted 
the Volleyball Championships 
on November 29-December 1. 
The Lakers won the Great 
Lakes region. 
Head football coach Brian 
Kelly and volleyball coach 
Deanne Scanlon were named 
GLIAC Coach of the Year in 
their respective sports. 
For more information, call the TRIO office at x344 l. 
United Way breakfast 
TRIO programs seek holiday donations 
for adopted families 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
GVSU President Mark A. Murray addresses faculty and staff members 
during a "Thank You" breakfast for contributors to the university's 
United Way campaign. Employees have pledged more than $726,000. 
The campaign has been extended through the end of the fall semester. 
The GVSU TRIO Upward Bound and Upward Bound Math and Science 
programs are adopting three families for the holiday season and seeking 
donations from faculty and staff members. 
• •• 
FORUM 
Volume 26, Number 18 Faculty and Staff Sketches 
The GVSU Forum is published by the Office 
of University Communications every 
Monday when classes are in sess ion and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Johnson, editor, c/o the 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-895-2221. 
Fax: 616-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirma-
ti ve action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online 
publication, on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
Linda Yuhas, Human Resources employment and 
compensation manager, was a co-presenter at the 
Michigan College and University Personnel 
Association conference at Saginaw Valley State 
University. Her presentation was titled "The AP 
Salary Equity Study at Grand Valley State 
University." 
Several geology department faculty members 
attended the Geological Society of America meeting 
in Boston. Ben Edwards presented a paper, titled 
"Curricula Revitalization in the Department of 
Geology, Grand Valley State University." Steve 
Mattox presented a paper, titled "Preparing Future 
Elementary School Teachers in Earth Science: 
Perspectives from a Smaller Four-Year State 
University." William Neal co-authored a paper, 
titled "Managing Caribbean Coasts: The Coastal 
Compartment Management Plan." John Weber co-
authored papers, titled "Structural Styles Along 
Obliquely Convergent Orogens: The Eastern 
Caribbean-South American Plate Boundary" and 
"Toward the Determination of Steady State vs. 
Episodic Processes in Geomorphology Using AMS." 
Patricia Videtich gave a workshop presentation, 
titled "How to Get a Job at a Predominantly 
Undergraduate Institution." 
Kim Ranger, associate librarian, conducted a 
workshop, titled "Library Instruction and Active 
Learning," and gave a presentation, titled 
"Information Literacy at GVSU," at the Western 
Michigan University Libraries meeting. 
Russell Rhoads, associate professor of anthropology, 
was the program chairman of the Interfaith Dialogue 
Association 11th Annual World Religions Conference 
2001 , held at Aquinas College. Rhoads was also a 
contributing editor of a book, titled Parallel 
Perceptions, published by Woodstock Publications in 
India. 
Ernie Palmer, assistant professor of mathematics, 
participated in two workshops, titled "Teaching an 
Activity-Based College Algebra Course" and 
"Coping with Math Anxiety in College," at the 27th 
Annual American Mathematical Association of Two-
Year Colleges Conference held in Toronto, Ontario. 
Math Department faculty members Cathy Gardner, 
Jane Mays, and Mary Ellen Rivers, presented a 
session, titled "So Many Instructors! How Do the 
Students Get the Same Course?" at the 27th Annual 
American Mathematical Association of Two-Year 
Colleges Conference held in Toronto, Ontario. 
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of social work, 
gave a keynote address, titled "Wraparound Services 
in the U.S.," at the International Foster Care 
Organization Conference, held in Koningshof, 
Netherlands. McFadden was also the guest editor of 
a journal, titled International Issues in Child Welfare . 
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What's Ahead 
Lecture to focus on Chile, Argentina Hypnotist to perform on campus 
A presentation on Chile and Argentina by Vandana Pednekar-Magal, 
School of Communications facu lty member, will be held on Wednesday, 
December 5, at 4 p.m. in the Uni versity Club at the De Vos Center. 
Hypnotist Tom Deluca will pe1form in the Fieldhouse Arena at 9 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 5. The show is sponsored by Spotlight Productions 
and the Office of Student Life. 
"Chi le and Argentina: Transition to Democracy," will report on images, 
insights, and conversations from the countries. The lecture is sponsored 
by the Padnos International Center. A presentation in AuSable Hall was 
scheduled by mistake. 
The event is free. For more information, contact Corey Lansing or 
Heather Bloom in the Office of Student Life at x2345 . 
Holiday reception to honor 
faculty and staff 
Seventy-nine faculty and staff members wi ll be 
honored for their years of service to Grand 
Valley at the annual Service Award and 
Holiday Reception on Thursday, December 6. 
Two staff members will receive 35-year 
awards, 12 fac ulty and staff members wi II 
receive 30-year awards, eight employees will 
receive 25-year awards, 11 wi ll receive 20-year 
awards, and 46 will be presented with JO-year 
pins. 
All faculty and staff members are invited to attend 
the reception, which will be held in the Kirkhof 
Center, Grand River Room, from 3:30-5 p.m. To 
allow all employees to participate, campus offices 
may close beginning at 3 p.m. 
35-year awards: 
Faculty 
Paul Huizenga, associate professor of biology 
Executive, Administrative and Professional 
Rodney Mulder, dean of School of Social 
Work 
30-year awards: 
Faculty 
Edward Cole, professor of history 
Richard Joanisse, associate professor of 
sociology 
Robert Mayberry, associate professor of 
communications 
William Neal , professor of geology 
Richard Paschke, professor of psychology 
John Reifel, professor of economics 
Robert Shechtman, associate professor of 
music 
Anthony Travis, professor of history 
Sharon Whitehill, professor of English 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Janice Arendsen, secretary, Seidman School 
of Business dean's office 
Lavonne Herrera, administrative assistant, 
Seidman School of Business dean's office 
Maintenance/Service 
Christobal Lara, custodian, Facilities Services 
25-year awards: 
Faculty 
John Hodge, professor of management 
Executive, Administrative and Professional 
P. Douglas Kindschi, dean of Science and 
Mathematics Division 
Christine Scott, associate director of 
Financial Aid 
••• 
Douglas Woods, head women 's softball 
coach 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Cheryl Bouwman, University 
Communications assistant 
Alice Emmert, Bookstore assistant 
Dorothy Gates, administrative assistant, 
Development 
Ruthann Hodges, records auditor, 
Registrar ' s Office 
20-year awards: 
Faculty 
Patricia Matthews, instructor of biology 
Sandra Portko, professor of psychology 
David Rathbun, professor of communications 
James Wolter, professor of marketing 
Executive, Administrative and Professional 
Sue Lindrup, employment representative, 
Human Resources Office 
Bonnie Visser, assistant director, Financial Aid 
Linda Woods, reference department manager, 
Library 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Diane Alexander, office coordinator, 
Educational Connections 
Gary Maat, TV equipment operator, WGVU 
Maintenance/Service 
Michael Glocheski, grounds maintenance 
specialist 
Department of Public Safety 
John Lyman, Public Safety officer 
10-year awards: 
Faculty 
Theresa Bacon-Baguley, associate professor 
of health professions 
Lawrence Beery, assistant professor of com-
munications 
Jerry Brower, instructor of physics 
Suzanne Crampton, associate professor of 
management 
Marinus DeBruine, associate professor of 
accounting and taxation 
Ronald Garrett, professor of engineering 
Cindy Hull, associate professor of anthro-
pology 
David Ihrman, associate professor of 
English 
Caryn King, associate professor of educa-
tion 
Paul Leidig, associate professor of computer 
science and information systems 
Michael Lombardo, professor of biology 
Stephen Matchett, associate professor of 
chemistry 
Jo Ellen Miller, associate professor of 
Engli sh 
continued on page 4 
Mark Moes, assistant professor of philosophy 
Deborah Morrow, senior librarian 
Diane Murray, senior librarian 
Sean O'Neill , associate professor of history 
Diane Rayor, associate professor of classics 
Steven Schlicker, professor of mathematics 
Richard Weis, associate professor of art and 
design 
Diane Wright, associate professor of modern 
languages and literatures 
Executive, Administrative and Professional 
Claudia Bajema, M.B.A. program director, 
Seidman School of Business 
Robert Bero, laboratory supervisor, School 
of Engineering 
Kathleen Gulembo, assistant dean, Seidman 
School of Business 
Koleta Moore, associate director, Career 
Services 
Paul Plotkowski, director of School of 
Engineering 
Jane Toot, director of School of Health 
Professions 
Kathleen VanderVeen, coordinator/program 
counselor, Academic Resources and Special 
Programs 
Cynthia Winowiecki, client services manag-
er, Conference Services 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Deborah Barko, academic department coor-
dinator, School of Communications 
Cindy Driesenga, secretary, Seidman School 
of Business dean's office 
Joyce Fortier, Continuing Education assistant 
Kathleen Goralski , academic department 
coordinator, Accounting and Taxation 
Teri Losey, executive secretary, President's 
Office 
Jacqueline MacGeorge, office coordinator, 
Padnos International Center 
Jeanne Moseler, office coordinator, 
Research and Development 
Barbara Plumb, TV equipment operator, 
WGVU 
Patricia Sokolow, periodicals assistant, 
Library 
Judy Story, campaign coordinator, 
Development 
Michelle VanNuil, receiving coordinator, 
Bookstore 
Maintenance/Service 
Carolyn Glover, custodian 
David Lintjer, custodian 
Tom Mastenbrook, general maintenance 
mechanic 
Thomas Robinson, custodian 
Phyllis Roper, material and mail handler 
Mark Slachter, general maintenance 
mechanic. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon., Dec. 3-Thurs., Dec. 6 
Gallery Hours: Art and Design Student BFA 
Thesis Exhibition. Art Gallery, PAC. Call 
x2564 for more information . 
Tues., Dec. 4 
4-5 p.m.: Counseling and Career 
Development Center Workshop, Exam 
Cram, with Wayne Kinzie. 204 STU. For 
more information call x3266. 
Wed., Dec. 5 
4 p.m.: Padnos International Center lecture, 
"Chile and Argentina: Transition to 
Democracy. Conversations, Images and 
Insights from Two Nations" by Vandana 
Pednekar-Magal. University Club, DeVos 
Center. For more information call x3668. 
Thurs., Dec. 6 
8 a.m.-12 noon: Van Andel Global Trade 
Center presents "A Foreign Exchange 
Workshop." Room 20lD, DeVos Center. 
For more information call x4394. 
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.: Regional Math and 
Science Center Battle Creek Science Kit 
training sessions, "Simple Machines and 
Sound" for fifth grade. 225 PAD. For more 
info rmation call x2267. 
3:30-5 p.m.: Service Award and Holiday 
Reception. Grand River Room, KC. 
4 p.m.: Office of Student Life. World AIDS 
Awareness Week quilt panel making 
session. CDC Lounge. For more informa-
tion call x2345. 
5-7 p.m.: Art and Design Student BFA Thesis 
Exhibition Reception. Art Gallery, PAC. 
Call x2564 for more information. 
Fri., Dec. 7-Sat., Dec. 8 
7:30 p.m.: Student Directors Series, "No 
Exit," by Jean-Paul Sartre. LAT, PAC. For 
tickets or more information call x2300. 
Sat., Dec. 8 
10:30 a.m.: Commencement. Main Arena, 
Fieldhouse. 
Sun., Dec. 9 
2 p.m.: Student Directors Series, "No Exit." 
LAT, PAC. For more information call 
x2300. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. 
Game times subject to change. 
Tues., Dec. 4 
6 p.m.: Women 's Basketball. Rochester 
VENTS 
College at GVSU. 
8 p.m.: Men's Basketball. Grace Bible 
College at GVSU. 
Thurs., Dec. 6 
6 p.m. : Women's Basketball. Mercyhurst 
College at GVSU. 
8 p.m.: Men 's Basketball. Mercyhurst College 
at GVSU. 
Fri., Dec. 7 
10:30 a. m. and 6:30 p.m.: Swimming and 
Diving at Wheaton College Invitational. 
Wheaton, Ill. 
5 p.m.: Swimming and Diving. Tri-State 
University at GVSU. 
Sat., Dec. 8 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m.: Swimming and Diving at 
Wheaton College Invitational. Wheaton, Ill. 
6 p.m.: Women's Basketball . Gannon 
University at GVSU. 
8 p.m.: Men 's Basketball. Gannon University 
at GVSU. 
···-------------------------
What's Ahead 
continued from page 3 
Biblical scholar discusses 
Jewish, Christian views 
of the Bible 
"Adam and Eve: Whose Fault Was It?" wi ll be 
the topic addressed by biblical scholar James L. 
Kugel of Harvard University. The evening 
lecture follows a day long conference on Jews, 
Christians, and the Bible presented by a new 
consortium of West Michigan organizations 
seeking better interfaith understanding. 
Kugel's lecture will begin at 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 6, at the Eberhard Center, 
on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
Kugel will give the keynote speech for the 
conference at 10:30 a.m . on December 6 at 
Calvin College, at the Meeter Center Lecture 
Hall , 3201 Burton St. 
Both the conference and lecture are open to the 
public free of charge. Conference participants are 
encouraged to register in advance by calling 
Calvin College at (616) 957-6535, but on-site 
registration is avai lable. There is a $10 fee for 
lunch. 
The event is the first of a series of conferences 
and public lectures presented by a consortium of 
organizations that includes Calvin College, 
Calvin Seminary, GVSU, Hope College, Western 
Theological Seminary, and the West Shore 
Committee for Jewish/Christian Dialogue. The 
objective is to provide programming for area 
academics, students, and the public that leads to 
greater interfaith understanding and mutual 
acceptance. 
Kugel is a professor of classical, modern Jewish, 
and Hebrew literature at Harvard University and 
professor of Bible at Bar-Ilan University in 
Israel. He is the author of numerous books and 
articles on the hi story of biblical interpretation 
including The Bible as It Was, a widely 
acclaimed study on the hi story of the 
interpretation of the Torah. 
Craft sessions planned 
to prepare for AIDS Quilt 
As part of World AIDS Awareness Week, and in 
preparation for the West Michigan AIDS Quilt 
Display to be held on GVSU's campus, a quilt 
panel-making session will be held on Thursday, 
December 6, at 4 p.m. in Cook-DeWitt Center 
lounge. Faculty and staff members , and student 
groups are invited to participate. 
At thi s session, participants will learn how to 
make quilt panels to present them at the di splay. 
GVSU, along with Healthy Kent 2010 and other 
local organizations, will sponsor the largest 
showing of the AIDS quilt on May 9-12 at the 
Fieldhouse. 
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